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BRIEF HISTORY
We formed Catalyst Mediation Limited in November 2004 after have many years developing our separate
companies, in the knowledge that mediation is a powerful and increasingly popular, way of helping people
and organisations to resolve disputes. Our backgrounds are given below and we have also included the
values by which we believe Catalyst Mediation should operate.

DAVID SEMPLE (NON EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN)
David was a commercial solicitor for over 30 years, involved for 20 of these in
commercial property development and investment and over 10 in corporate law.
In these capacities, he managed legal aspects of substantial land and property deals,
planning, environment and construction issues, company mergers and acquisitions,
partnerships, intellectual property (IP) and information technology.
He was a founder partner and Chairman of Semple Fraser WS, the Business Law
Partnership ,which grew from 4 partners in 1990 to 14 partners and a complement
of 120 when he retired, in 2000, on the 10th anniversary of the firm. He is a Past
President of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce and Past Chairman of the
Interactive Media Alliance Scotland.
He was accredited as a mediator by CEDR in 1994 and is a Registered CEDR Mediator. He also holds a
Certificate in Mediation from Woodbury Mediation College, Vermont, USA. He has successfully mediated
many disputes, the most significant of which have been: A web-site design problem in which the sum in
issue was in excess of £650,000; a construction dispute amongst full repairing tenant a building, a
contractor and a subcontractor, the disputed amount in excess of £600,000; a dispute over a turn-key
contract for hardware and software for a production line where the sum counter-sued for was in excess of
£500,000 and employment disputes where the claimants were claiming in excess of £100,000.
He has taken a deep interest in the development of mediation in Scotland. He is on the Board of the
Scottish Mediation Network, a charitable body whose mission is to embed mediation into the way that
conflict and disputes of all forms are handled in this country. He has been involved with voluntary
community mediation with the Edinburgh Community Mediation Project (run by SACRO) and is a volunteer
mediator with the Edinburgh Sheriff Court Mediation Project.

JEREMY SCUSE (MANAGING DIRECTOR)
Jeremy left London University with a degree in Psychology and Statistics and spent the next
25 years working in senior marketing positions for a number of international companies,
including Unilever, Leo Burnett, McCann Erickson and Ogilvy & Mather. His experience
included marketing with Cadbury’s, Texas Instruments, General Accident Insurance, The
Scottish Health Education Group, the Scottish Office (now Scottish Government) and the
Scottish Tourist Board.
In 1992 he set up a specialist consultancy, working with the Training Agency, to deliver
strategic change management training for a number of Scottish SMEs and 4 years later this
evolved into a company providing initial venture capital and senior management to
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business start-ups. He remains a Non Executive Director of three of these start-up companies and was
involved in the liquidation of the fourth. It was during this latter experience that he realised the importance
of mediation as a dispute resolution process.
He became an accredited Mediator with The Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution in 2003 and has since
gained experience in a wide range of disputes, including a manufacturing contract dispute valued at
£250,000, an insurance claim worth £230,000 (which settled after 10 years in the courts), a professional
service dispute valued at £175,000, a family property dispute which did not settle and an Intellectual
Property dispute valued at £130,000 which settled after 3 years.
His commitment to mediation lead him to become involved in the Edinburgh Sheriff Court pilot scheme,
where he mediates and undertook the analysis of the schemes first year. In 2004 he became the Chair of
the Scottish Mediation Network’s Commercial Mediation special interest group. He sits on the Networks
Workplace and Employment Interest Group and contributed to the Gibbons review of the 2004
Employment Act.
He joined the Institute of Directors in 1992 and became a Fellow the following year. He is also registered
with KPMG as a Non Executive Director, working with a small number of companies, and is a member of the
Scottish Enterprise Business Mentoring team.

COMPANY VALUES
We believe we should be honest about what we stand for and the way we wish to work with colleagues
and clients. To us, the key elements of a satisfying working relationship are to be:

INCLUSIVE: we believe in involving anyone who works with us in developing our ideas and services and in
helping to improve them.

INNOVATIVE: we will continuously seek new ways improve what we do and how we do it.
Commercial: we will make profits by providing services that represent real value for our clients.

“LONG TERM”: we want to develop long-term relationships with our clients and the mediators who
work with us.

“NO BLAME”: we do not believe in a blame culture, rather, we seek to understand causes and create
solutions for the future.

TRUSTWORTHY: we seek to gain the trust of clients and mediators.
CONFIDENTIAL:

we will respect the sensitive nature of all communications with and information
supplied by our clients.
Our website at www.catalystmediation.co.uk will give you more detail - or do not hesitate to speak to
Jeremy Scuse on 077 33 88 2543 or David Semple on 077 85 594 210.
Catalyst Mediation
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